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Housing Accommodation Procedure for Disability Services 

 

The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is dedicated to working collaboratively with 

students to ensure that housing accommodations are provided in a fair and equitable manner 

in accordance with the Fair Housing Act. The Office of Disability Services will make all 

decisions regarding official housing accommodations for students with disabilities. It is 

important to note that disclosing a disability does not always necessitate housing 

accommodations; therefore, careful consideration should be given in each case. The most 

important aspect in making these accommodation decisions, as stated by the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA), is that the approval or denial of requests depends on the 

circumstances presented and needs to be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

As a four-year residential institution, Slippery Rock University requires students to complete a 

minimum of two years of on-campus residency. Please see the housing website for more 

information: Residency Requirement. Typically, first-year students are assigned a double studio, 

which is a shared two-person room with a bathroom located within the room. Types of Rooms 

To appropriately evaluate requests for housing accommodations, the Office of Disability 

Services requires specific disability-related documentation to assess each student’s individual 

needs. If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact our office at 

disabilityservices@sru.edu. Please note that ESAs are approved through a separate process. 

Students should follow the steps below for housing accommodations: 

 

Step 1: Submit Request 

Students must submit a housing accommodation request via the ODS portal: Accommodation 

Request Form. 

 

Step 2: Welcome Meeting 

ODS will schedule a meeting to review documentation and the accommodation request. 

 

Step 3: Recommendation 

ODS will provide a timely recommendation to Housing and Residence Life based on the 

student’s needs, documentation, and disability information. 

 

https://www.sru.edu/life-at-sru/housing/residence-requirement
https://www.sru.edu/life-at-sru/housing/types-of-housing/residence-halls
mailto:disabilityservices@sru.edu
https://sru-accommodate.symplicity.com/public_accommodation/
https://sru-accommodate.symplicity.com/public_accommodation/


   
 

  

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 

• The availability of beds may vary, and requests are not guaranteed. 

• Student roommates cannot always be accommodated for housing; we first 

ensure that students’ needs for housing are accommodated properly, and 

then we may be able to assess roommate selections.  

• If a student declines their assigned accommodation, ODS and Housing and 

Residence Life are not responsible for relocation choices or associated 

costs. 
 

Documentation guidelines:  

Documentation must include these components listed below for the Office of Disability 

Services to process housing requests: 

1. Documentation must come from a qualified professional who is: 

• Licensed and credentialed 

• Unrelated to the student (not a family member or close friend). 

• Able to provide an objective assessment of the student’s disability. 

• Examples of qualified professionals include: 

o Physicians, nurse practitioners, or psychiatrists 

o Psychologists, licensed clinical social workers, or counselors 

o Specialists in relevant medical or mental health fields 

o A student can have a physician or provider write a letter on their behalf or use 

the disability verification form listed on the ODS website. Disability 

Verification Form: The Disability Verification Form must be completed in its 

entirety by the qualified provider and answer specific questions related to 

housing. Students are not permitted to complete any portion of the form 

themselves. 

• Identifying Information 

o Student’s full name, date of birth, and student ID. 

o Evaluator’s name, title, professional credentials, signature, and date. 

• Diagnostic Statement 

o A specific diagnosis 

o Date of evaluation. 

• Description of Limitations 

o A detailed description of how the disability currently impacts the student’s 

daily life, with particular emphasis on residential living (sleeping, eating, 

mobility, sensory issues, medical management). 

o Explanation of the severity of the symptoms. 

• Rationale for Housing Accommodation(s) 

o A clear explanation of the connection between disability and the requested 

housing accommodation. 

o Information on how the accommodation will change specific disability-related 

barriers in the residential environment. 

• Recommended Accommodations 

https://www.sru.edu/academics/academic-services/services-for-students-with-disabilities/documentation-guidelines
https://www.sru.edu/academics/academic-services/services-for-students-with-disabilities/documentation-guidelines


   
 

  

 
 

o Specific housing accommodations recommended (single room, private 

bathroom, access to kitchen facilities, proximity to classes or transportation). 

o Explanation of why the accommodation is necessary rather than preferred by 

the student. 

2. The documentation submitted must be current and may be subject to annual updates 

if the student’s accommodation needs have changed or evolved.   

3. Students are also required to submit a personal statement indicating why they are 

requesting an accommodation for housing and how the specific barriers impact their 

daily living. 

 

The Housing Process IF a student is approved: 

1. Students who are approved for specific housing accommodations will be referred to 

Housing and Residence Life for the assignment process to begin.  

2. When Housing and Residence Life assigns the student to the space that best meets 

the accommodation (availability based on the time of application), the student will 

be charged the best rate for the space.  

a. Housing charges will not exceed the standard rate for the assigned space; 

students are billed the lowest applicable rate for the approved 

accommodation. 

3. If an accommodation is not available in the documented housing type, the student 

will be placed in available housing that best suits the student’s accommodation and 

charged accordingly.  

4. In exceptional circumstances where a housing assignment does not meet a student’s 

approved accommodation requirements, the student may submit a request for a 

housing exemption through the Housing and Residence Life Office. Please note this 

is for extreme circumstances where housing cannot meet requests for 

accommodations. Please see the housing website for more information: Exemption 

Information.    

 

 

https://www.sru.edu/life-at-sru/housing/residence-requirement
https://www.sru.edu/life-at-sru/housing/residence-requirement

