
 Do I need a degree for a law enforcement career? 
 
MUNICIPAL / LOCAL POLICE 
You CAN become a municipal (local) police officer in some departments in PA with only a high school diploma 
(Source 1 – see page 2) 
 
Some local police departments DO require higher education (Source 2 and Source 3) 

 
Some local police departments don’t require higher education, but PREFER to those who have higher degrees 
(Source 4 and Source 5) 
 
Some local police departments REQUIRE degrees for management positions (Source 6) 

 
Almost 75% of police departments in the nation PAY MORE to officers with a degree (Source 7) 

 
STATE POLICE 
Some state police agencies, including Pennsylvania, WILL HIRE applicants with only a high school diploma 
(Source 8) 

 
PA removed the degree requirement (and also lowered fitness requirements) because of low applicant 
numbers, not simply because it was old-fashioned (Source 9) 

 
Some state police departments REQUIRE higher education for hiring, or higher ed + military experience 
(Source 10 and Source 11) 

 
Some state police departments will hire with only a HS diploma, but REQUIRE a 4-year degree for promotion 
(Source 12) 
 
FBI 
The FBI REQUIRES a 4-year degree for all special agent positions (Source 13) 
 
Thousands of people apply to the FBI each year, so an undergraduate degree in criminology or related field by 
itself won’t impress them (Source 14) 
 
Certain specialized knowledge (including certain law, foreign languages, computer science, and accounting) will 
give you an ADVANTAGE as an FBI applicant (Source 15) 
 
A current (2024) SRU criminology student has an upcoming panel interview for an FBI job, and she has not 
even graduated yet. SRU also has other alumni working for the FBI. 
 
TAKE AWAY:  
Technically, you don’t need an undergraduate degree to get a policing job. However, having a degree can have 
multiple benefits. Just remember that a degree helps COPS: Career Opportunities, Promotions, and Salary. 
 
 
 
 
  



SOURCES 
 
The links below are functional at the time of this writing. Some of the links (such as job advertisements) 
are temporary, and so screenshots are provided. 
 
SOURCE 1 
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/mpoetc/programs/certification/municipal-police-officer-certification.html 

 
 
 
SOURCE 2 
https://www.safety.pitt.edu/police/about/training-qualifications/police-development-program 
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https://www.safety.pitt.edu/police/about/training-qualifications/police-development-program


SOURCE 3 
https://nrpolice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/NRPD-Hiring-Test-UPDATED.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
SOURCE 4 
https://joinphillypd.com/index.php/recruit-lateral-hiring-process/preference-points 
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https://joinphillypd.com/index.php/recruit-lateral-hiring-process/preference-points


SOURCE 5 
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/files/assets/county/v/1/government/police-academy/documents/police-careers/full-time-
job-posting.pdf 
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SOURCE 6 
https://www.pachiefs.org/employment-opportunities-listing#DeputyChiefBaldwinBorough 

 
 
 
 
SOURCE 7 
https://www.policinginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/PF-Report-Policing-Around-the-Nation_10-2017_Final.pdf 
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https://www.policinginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/PF-Report-Policing-Around-the-Nation_10-2017_Final.pdf


SOURCE 8 
https://patrooper.com/requirements.html#:~:text=EDUCATIONAL%20REQUIREMENT,Certificate. 
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SOURCE 9 
https://penncapital-star.com/criminal-justice/in-an-effort-to-boost-recruiting-lawmakers-pass-bill-to-lower-police-
academy-fitness-requirement/ 
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SOURCE 10 
https://njsp.njoag.gov/recruiting/minimum-qualifications-and-disqualifiers/ 
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SOURCE 11 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/msp/dashboard/Pages/new-trooper-training.aspx 

 
 
 
SOURCE 12 
https://dsp.delaware.gov/recruiting-qualifications/ 
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SOURCE 13 
https://fbijobs.gov/special-agents#special-agent-eligibility 

 
 
 
Source 14 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/fbi-agent-applications-sharply-along-job-satisfaction-n1042981 
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SOURCE15 
https://fbijobs.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Special_Agent_FAQ.pdf 
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