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Internal Grant Opportunities 
 

Student Research, Scholarship and Creative Activities Grants 
Students in any major or program at SRU are invited to apply for 

up to $1,000 in funds to support  independent research, scholarly 

projects or a creative activity to be conducted in collaboration 
with a faculty or staff member.  

Spring deadline: Friday, March 1, 2020 

 

Green Fund Advisory Board Grant Program  

Faculty, staff or undergraduate and graduate students in any   

major or program at SRU are invited to apply for up to $20,000 

in funds to support sustainable-progressive projects, educational 

programs and activities.  

Spring deadline: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

 

Norton Undergraduate Research Scholarship  
Up to two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to students in any 

major who are or will be engaged in independent, faculty-

mentored undergraduate research.  

Deadline: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

 

Summer Collaborative Research Experience (SCORE) 

(formerly the Summer Undergraduate Research Experience 

(SURE) Grant Program) The SCORE grant program is designed 

to introduce undergraduate students to the world of academic 

research.  The program is open to all faculty members in all disci-

plines.  The projects must be a joint effort between the faculty 
member and a qualified undergraduate student and must engage 

the student in research skills and/or techniques of that disci-

pline.  Grants of up to $5,000 each will be awarded, with the fac-

ulty member receiving up to $2,000 in compensation, the student 

being paid $10 per hour up to 100 hours and approximately 

$2,000 for supplies and/or travel directly related to the project.   

Deadline: Monday, February 24, 2020 

 

 

The Request for Proposals (RFPs) can be found on the webpage 

of the Office of Grants, Research and Sponsored Programs at 
http://www.sru.edu/offices/grants-research-and-sponsored-

programs/funding-opportunities 

Award notices were received for 15 external 

grant proposals totaling $263,862 for the time 

period January 1, 2019 through June 30, 2019. 

The total number of award notices received in 

FY19 was thirty-six (36) totaling $1,250,946. 

Farewell 

Please join our office in extending best wishes to   

Nancy Cruikshank, who is retiring from the University 

on January 17, 2020. Nancy came to SRU almost 20 

years ago to establish the Office of Grants, Research 

and Sponsored Programs. She has helped faculty and 

staff submit 1,280 grant proposals, receive close to 

750 award notices and secure over $35 million in ex-

ternal funding. Nancy’s guidance and encouragement 

has helped many of her colleagues throughout the 

years and she will be missed greatly.  

We will honor Nancy for her contributions in a      

farewell reception to be held at the Fireplace Lounge 

in North Hall on Thursday, December 12th from 2:00 

to 4:00 p.m. We  invite all employees to extend their 

best wishes to Nancy in her new endeavors.  

Save the Date! 
 

 

Symposium for Student Research, Scholarship and Creative Achievement will be held on  

Thursday, April 9, 2020.   

Deadline for students to submit an abstract will be in early February 2020. 
 

More information will be distributed by email.  

 2020 National Conference on  

Undergraduate Research (NCUR) 
Montana State University, Bozeman, MT 

March 25-28, 2020 
 

NCUR is the largest conference on undergraduate re-

search in the country. Each year, approximately 4,000 

undergraduate students from all over the country pre-

sent their scholarship as posters, oral presentations, 

performances, and works of art. It is a great opportuni-

ty for students to present their research and network 

with other undergraduate researchers. 

Deadline to submit an abstract is Friday, December 

6, 2019. For more information, please visit: http://

www.cur.org/what/events/students/NCUR/2020/  
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External Awards Received January 1, 2019 — June 30, 2019 

Arnhold, Robert – Physical and Health Education, 

received an award for $138,735 from the Edith L. Trees 

Charitable Trust through the PNC Charitable Trusts to 

expand the Growing Together Aquaponics program. 

Wendy Fagan assumed the role of Project Director after 

Robert Arnhold’s retirement.  

 

Bordogna, Genevieve – Global Engagement,  

received an award for $14,277 from the International 

Research & Exchange Board (IREX) to host a student 

from Pakistan during the Fall 2019 semester. 

 

Brewer, Hannah – Physical and Health Education, 

received an award for $8,880 from the Centers for  

Disease Control through the Pennsylvania Department 

of Education for the School Wellness Implementation 

program, which will provide training to current teachers 

and administrators on best practices for enhancing  

opportunities for physical activity and healthful  

nutrition in schools. 

 

Burick, Natalie and Kim Coffaro – Office for   

Disability Services, received an award for $5,000 from 

the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education for 

the “Successful Degree Completion for Students with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders.” 

 

Del Vecchico, Alice – Interdisciplinary Programs,  

received an award of $7,000 from Bringing Theory to 

Practice (BTtoP) to support IZE on Butler County, a 

week-long, in-depth focus on a compelling social issue 

that impacts Butler County. 

 

Gramlich, Courtney and Kelly Gross - Storm  

Harbor Equestrian Center, received a grant for $500 

from the Pennsylvania National Horse Show  

Foundation to support SRU’s Special Olympics  

Equestrian Program. 

 

Helmick, Jonathan and Kathleen Melago – Music, 

received a grant of $9,000 from the PASSHE Faculty 

Professional Development Council to create a  

multi-cultural collaboration, the Italian-American Wind 

Band Exchange.  Twelve student members of the SRU 

Symphonic Wind Ensemble and the two faculty  

members will travel to Italy to perform with the Banda 

Santa Cecilia during the 2020 SRU Spring Break.   

During the 2020-21 academic year, twelve members of 

the Banda Santa Cecilia will travel to SRU to perform 

with the SRU Symphonic Wind Ensemble. 
 

 

Hutchins, Deborah and Heather Bright –  

Recreational Therapy, and Courtney Gramlich, Storm 

Harbor Equestrian Center received an award of $2,500 

from the Council on Brain Injury to expose individuals 

with brain injuries to the benefits of therapeutic riding 

and/or aquatics. 

 

Hrizo, Stacy – Biology, received a subaward in the 

amount of $12,628 for the continuation of a research 

project with the University of Pittsburgh under a  

National Institutes of Health (NIH) grant.  This is for 

Year 02 of a two-year grant totaling $25,256 

 

Keener, Emily – Psychology, received a subaward 

for $1,000 under a National Science Foundation grant 

awarded to East Carolina University for a research  

project to develop a multiple stigma model of intimate 

partner violence among sexual minority students. 

 

McGinty, Patrick – English, received a grant of 

$4,000 to conduct a research project on driverless cars 

in order to create a University and Honors Seminar 

course, and complete a novel manuscript on the subject. 

 

Solito, Jodi – Women’s Center, received a grant for 

$19,800 from the Pennsylvania Department of  

Education under the Governor’s It’s On Us PA grant 

program.  The purpose of the project is to develop a 

comprehensive sexual violence prevention and  

education program for student-athletes. 

 

Voitus, Marie – Camps and Conferences, received a 

grant for $3,180 from the Butler County Tourism & 

Convention Bureau to promote tourism in Butler  

County, and specifically for Slippery Rock University, 

by providing promotional items to high school students 

attending summer campus at SRU.   

 

Vought, Vanessa – Student Health Services, received 

an award of $2,407 from the Pennsylvania Commission 

on Crime and Delinquency through the PASSHE  

Foundation to promote student participation using 

ScreenU to get feedback on their use of alcohol,  

marijuana and prescription drugs, and deliver  

information about resources available for help. 

 

Wang, Jialing and Stentor Danielson – Geography, 

Geology and the Environment, received a grant for 

$34,955 from ASIANetwork for two faculty members 

and five students to conduct a research project on forest 

fire management in rural Yunnan, China during the 

summer of 2019. 



Internal Grant Awards 

Student Research, Scholarship and Creative Activities Grants  
 

Michael Fabrick received funding in the amount of $1,000 for a project titled, Physical Therapy Service– Learning in  

Arequipa, Peru. Mary Ann Holbein-Jenny, Physical Therapy, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Emily Schultz received funding in the amount of $1,000 for a project titled, Table Tennis Footwork Drills for Moderate to 

Vigorous Intensity Cardiorespiratory Training in Senior Population. Istvan Kovacs, Physical Education, is the faculty 

mentor on this project.  

Norton Undergraduate Research Scholarship  
 

Megan Pesci, an Exercise and Rehabilitative Sciences major , received the Scholarship for  $1,000 for her project titled, 

The effects of an Acute Exercise Bout on Juul Cravings in College– Aged Students. Steve Verba, Exercise and Rehabilitative 

Sciences, is the cooperating faculty member on this project. 
 

Ashleigh Schuler, a Dance major , received the Scholarship for  $1,000 for her project titled, Cincinnati Ballet Collegiate 
Intensive– Studying Innovation and Tradition in a Classical Ballet Company Rooted in Contemporary Times. Jesse Factor, 

Dance, is the cooperating faculty member on this project. 
 

Summer Collaborative Research Experience (SCORE) 
 

Naomi Bates received funding in the amount of $3,075 for a project titled, Brookens– Bates Summer Theatre Program  

Research Project. Deanna Brookens, Dance, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Paul Fink received funding in the amount of $5,000 for a project titled, How do Teachers Use Story Cubes to Support 
Young DLL Children’s Language Development? Michelle Amodei, Elementary Education/Ear ly Childhood, is the faculty 

mentor on this project. 
 

Jenell Gerow received funding in the amount of $4,989 for a project titled, Measuring Changes in Protein Expression in an 
Alzheimer’s Disease Model. Ashley Loe, Chemistry, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Cory Haser received funding in the amount of $4,759 for a project titled, Augmented Reality for Cybersecurity of High 

Performance Computing Environments. Nitin Sukhija, Computer  Science, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Sophia Joanow received funding in the amount of $5,000 for a project titled, Preservice Teachers’ Use of Feedback and 

Praise. Laura Kelley, Elementary Education/Ear ly Childhood, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Kourtney Kotvas received funding in the amount of $5,000 for a project titled, Do Words Matter? An Examination of  
Gender Inclusive vs. Exclusive Pronouns. Emily Keener, Psychology, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Logan McIntyre received funding in the amount of $4,988 for a project titled, Textural Analysis of the Lower Kama Sill, 
Ontario. Michael Zieg, Geography, Geology & the Environment, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Emily Armentrout received funding in the amount of $4,200 for a project titled, Exploring the Roll of Supervisors in  

Clinical Field Experiences: Major Challenges in the Field. Monique Alexander, Elementary Education/Ear ly Childhood, 

is the faculty mentor on this project. 
 

Jacqueline Routhier received funding in the amount of $5,000 for a project titled, Preschool Global Citizenship.  

Sara Tours, Elementary Education, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Shauna Thomas received funding in the amount of $5,000 for a project titled, Latino Perspective– Talking.  

Edward Scott, School of Business, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Aleksander White received funding in the amount of $3,250 for a project titled, Everyday Aesthetics and the Ethics of  
Design. Tom Sparrow, Philosophy, is the faculty mentor  on this project. 
 

Green Fund  
 

Daniel Brown and Tabitha Giacalone, Residence Life, were awarded $7,000 for a project titled, Rock Pride RORS 
(Reusable On-Campus Room Supply).  
 

Dallas Cott, Facilities, was awarded $7,455 for a project titled, Leaf Vacuum for Better Composing. 
 

Dallas Cott, Facilities, was awarded $2,000 for a project titled, Robotic Mowers. 
 

Paul Scanlon, Sustainability, was awarded $20,000 for a project titles, Residence Hall Reusable Shopping Bags. 
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Proposal Writing Tips and Incentives 

Perfect your Grant Search: 3 Steps to 

Finding the Right Funder 
 

Every nonprofit, whether new or old, needs some 

type of equipment to function. The problem is 

finding available funds to pay for it all. 
 

That's where equipment grants come in handy. 

Like most, however, they aren't easy to secure. 
 

These steps will help your NP increase your likeli-

hood of receiving an equipment grant: 
 

1. Create a business plan. To be considered, 

you'll have to explain how you plan to use the 

equipment, how much money you need and 

why. This’ll be easier to do if you prepare a 

business plan in advance. Highlight the        

advantages the NP will get from the          

equipment. 

2. Research. Don’t just turn to the usual sites. 

If you need farming equipment, research      

agricultural organization. See if they give 

grants, or use their info as a guide for funding. 

3. Contact agencies. Nar row your  list, make 

calls, ask questions and explain your needs to 

see if it’s a good fit.  
 

Reprinted with permission from: 

Foundation and Corporate Funding Advantage 

800-220-5000 

Faculty Incentive Program for 

Grant Writing  
 

 

This program provides an opportunity for  

tenure or tenure-track faculty members to  

apply for compensation for developing and 

writing a competitive grant proposal for a 

large research grant or sponsored program. 

The grant proposal must be a minimum of 

$50,000 in direct costs to apply for one week 

compensation. For proposals larger than 

$100,000 in direct costs, two weeks of  

compensation can be requested. Applications 

are accepted at any time.  

 

The guidelines for applying and the  

application form can be obtained at  http://

www.sru.edu/offices/grants-research-and-

sponsored-programs/funding-opportunities.  

Contact the Grants Office for more  

information. 
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