STUDENT AFFAIRS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION

MASTER OF ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELING AND DEVELOPMENT

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

DELIVERY METHOD
Blended (on-site/online)

START DATE
Fall start preferred

COMPLETION TIME

4 semesters (full-time)
6 semesters (part-time)

NUMBER OF CREDITS
42 credits

OTHER OPPORTUNNITIES

Hands-on learning; professional
development funding available

BestColleges

TOP
RANKED

2024

Job placement rate = 100%
Most hired prior to graduation.

Starting salary range:
$45K- $76K
Upward career mobility.

All undergraduate majors
welcome. Work in an energetic
environment. Engage in
meaningful work supporting
students.

SlipperyRock

University

www.sru.edu/graduate

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

As one of the oldest student affairs degree programs in the State of Pennsylvania, the Student
Affairs in Higher Education program is distinguished by its emphasis on preparing professionals
to respond effectively to individual student needs and provide college students with
developmentally appropriate educational experiences. This 42 credit-hour degree program

will prepare you to work in a variety of higher education positions, including but not limited to
student activities, residence life, athletics, campus recreation, fraternity/sorority life, student
orientation, academic advising, admissions, financial aid, and career services.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

e Curricular emphasis on working with college students in support of their socio-emotional
wellness, engagement on campus, and academic success.

¢  Faculty have degrees in student affairs/higher education, with extensive professional
experience working in a variety of institutions and roles.

e Students learn through innovative blended learning experiences like case studies,
professional guest presenters, simulations, and reflective team supervision
Courses offered in convenient blended class schedule for busy graduate students.
Boasts that 100% of graduates secure jobs within three months after graduation. Our
graduates are also securing and getting jobs in higher education adjacent fields (corporate
recruiting, higher ed tech companies, etc.).

*  Meets professional standards set by the Council for the Advancement of Standards in
Higher Education (CAS), aligns with ACPA/NASPA Professional Competencies

e Over 600 active alumni working in higher education and higher education-adjacent settings
across the U.S.
Graduate Assistantships with stipend and tuition waivers are available
GRE not required for admission

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT

The Student Affairs in Higher Education program is housed in Slippery Rock University's
Department of Counseling and Development which also has three other high quality, hands-
on degree programs: College Counseling, Clinical Mental Health Counseling, and School
Counseling. All faculty in the Department of Counseling and Development draw upon their
experience working in their respective fields to provide dynamic learning opportunities for our
students.

PROGRAM OPTIONS

There are three options for pursuing a master’s degree in student affairs in higher education:
1. Traditional two graduate years post-bachelor’s degree

2. Part-time individualized curriculum plan for full-time working professionals

342 Program SRU psychology undergraduates only

3. Three undergraduate years + two graduate years

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Applicants must submit the following materials along with a completed online graduate
application and non-refundable application fee of $25.00:

¢  Official undergraduate degree transcript(s) and any graduate transcripts
e A personal statement indicating interest in the program, experience, and career goals

Selected applicants will be invited for an interview. The priority deadline for applicants seeking
Graduate Assistantships is February 15th. After this time, applications will be welcomed but on a
rolling basis.
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TUITION AND ASSISTANTSHIPS
Students in the Student Affairs in Higher Education program are

CURRICULUM GUIDE

Core | - Basic Knowledge

encouraged to obtain a Graduate Assistantship as these positions CDEV 602 Introduction to Student Affairs and College 3
provide valuable experiences working on a college campus. Counseling )
As such, faculty in the program assist applicants in navigating CDEV 614 Helping Relationships 3
the process of obtaining a Graduate Assistantship through CDEV 621 Social and Cultural Diversity 3
our Student Affairs in Higher Education & College Counseling CDEV 699 Introduction to Research 3
Admitted Student Day. Core Il - Professional Knowledge . .
Informgtion on current tuition and as;istantships can be found on (C:BE¥ 2(2)2 Efgﬁgll, aET:ICLiuI:_;c?:rlw léi%?fo:}rféﬁ?s?rguﬁﬁ?g:, g
the main Graduate Admissions website at www.sru.edu/graduate. and Students
Financial Aid brochures are available through the Financial Aid CDEV 625 Assessment in Student Affairs 3
Office www.sru.edu/FinAid or the Office of Graduate Admissions. CDEV 631 College Student Learning and 3
Development 1
CDEV 632 College Student Learning and 3
Development 2
CDEV 639 Students in American Higher Education 3
CDEV 643 Organizational Behavior & Leadership in 3
Higher Education
Elective Course 3
Core lll - Field Experience
CDEV 646 Student Affairs Capstone 3
CDEV 705 Student Affairs Practicum 3
Total Hours 42

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT ACADEMICS AND
COURSE SCHEDULING:
Dr. Molly Mistretta
Graduate Coordinator
113 Carruth Rizza Hsll
724 738 2035
molly.mistretta@sru.edu

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT ADMISSIONS:

Office of Graduate Admissions
104 North Hall, Welcome Center
Slippery Rock, PA 16057
www.sru.edu/graduate
724.738.2051 or 877.SRU.GRAD

graduate.admissions@sru.edu

The educational policies and procedures are continually being reviewed and changed in keeping with the mission of the univgrsity. Con_seq.uently,
this document cannot be considered binding and is intended to be used as only an informational guide. Students are responsible for being informed
of official policies and regulations for meeting all appropriate requirements.
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