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Subject: Welcome home, SRU!
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 at 11:09:14 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Office of the President
To: SRU Stakeholder

Aug. 23, 2021 
 
Dear Students, Faculty and Staff: 
 
Welcome back to Slippery Rock University. And, to those joining us for the first time,
welcome to the Rock Nation. I’m sure we can all agree on how good it feels to be together
again, in person and on campus. After what has been an extended time away from the
University for many of you, it has been wonderful to see our new and returning students
arriving in phases over the last couple of weeks. There is nothing better than seeing our
community back on campus together, engaging with each other and living the SRU
experience. And for those students studying remotely or from afar, rest assured, you are as
much a part of the Rock family as those with us on campus. 
 
Just as the last 18 months have been unlike anything we have seen in our lifetime, so too will
be this fall semester. As we return to our classes, research and other academic pursuits, I
want to thank everyone who has played a role in bringing us together again.  
We’re back on campus because we want our students to have the best possible college
experience. And we want to remain together for the entire semester. That will require all of us
to be responsible for ourselves and each other in doing everything we can to create a safe
environment. That means, for the time being, wearing a mask wherever you go, practicing
social distancing and not congregating in large groups on or off campus. I know those things
are what we’d normally want to do, but nothing is business as usual these days. 
 
As I’ve said before, the single greatest tool we have in the fight against COVID-19 is the safe
and effective vaccines available to all of us. Science has proven that vaccinated people are
highly unlikely to develop symptoms that will lead to hospitalization or death. Vaccination
protects you, your friends and family, as well as our campus and surrounding communities.  If
you are not vaccinated, I urge you to take the time to learn about the vaccine’s benefits from
reliable sources, such as the CDC.  
 
Being together again also means living, learning and working with people from diverse and
unique backgrounds. As a caring campus community, let’s remember to extend courtesies to
one another as we make new friends, open ourselves to understanding the experiences of
others and treating everyone we encounter with kindness. We are a community that is
inclusive, equitable and welcoming. What is unwelcome here is racism, prejudice, bias or
harassment of any kind. Having a community that is free of such things starts and ends with

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Crobert.king%40sru.edu%7C774bd4a4508d46872abb08d9662d91e0%7C86555dba073b4ff7b7d1b73a77c5bd92%7C0%7C0%7C637653168446608258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HcNqkLPrJ%2BWK8dKhMYRyjcVLWJByTrG6v1yT%2F6ZzUYE%3D&reserved=0
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each of us. 
 
As we begin this semester, let’s enjoy this moment that we have all been working toward and
waiting for all summer. We are happy you are with us, wherever you are. And let’s commit to
those things that will allow us to stay together for the semester: wear your mask, keep your
distance, and look out for yourself and for each other.  
 
Here’s wishing you the start of a successful academic year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William J. Behre 
President 


