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Subject: Feb. 13 Zoom bombing of Alpha Kappa Alpha event
Date: Monday, February 15, 2021 at 10:26:10 AM Eastern Standard Time
From: Office of the President
To: SRU Stakeholder

Feb. 15, 2021 
 
To the University Community: 
 
On the evening of Feb. 13, a virtual poetry reading, workshop and discussion of prominent Black
poets, hosted by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated, and part of the University’s Black History
Month schedule of events, was interrupted by individuals for the sole purpose of posSng racist and
derogatory remarks and images. 
 
The acts perpetrated by these individuals were reprehensible and do not in any way, shape or form
align with our insStuSonal goal of fostering a campus climate that is free from discriminaSon,
intolerance and bigotry. Frankly, I am disgusted and saddened that members of our community were
aTacked in this way. 
 
I can only imagine the hurt, anger, and frustraSon felt by our students who were witness to this act of
ignorance and hosSlity while they were gathered together in peace and friendship. 
 
When University administrators were made aware of the situaSon, SRU’s Campus Inclusion Response
Team met as soon as possible to review the situaSon. The CIRT is designed to take acSon when
incidents related to bigotry, harassment, or inSmidaSon are iniSated by or directed at people who are
part of the campus community. As noted in the Feb. 10 campuswide email announcing CIRT, this group
serves in a direct advisory role to me to guide decision-making and heighten the levels of support for
our community when we face such incidents. 
  
We have shared details of the incident with law enforcement and if the perpetrators of this heinous
act are found to be members of the SRU community, appropriate acSon will be taken as outlined by
our Student Code of Conduct or other relevant campus policies. 
 
University administrators will also be working with student clubs and organizaSons to discuss opSons
for increasing online security for all future virtual events in order to prevent similar incidents from
happening. AddiSonally, CIRT will conSnue to meet throughout the next few weeks to conSnue
discussion and monitoring of this situaSon. 
 
If you or someone you know has informaSon about the incident of Feb. 13, I encourage you to fill out a
CARE Referral so that the University can invesSgate and appropriately respond to the incident.   
 
If anyone has been affected by this or other intolerable acSons and need someone to talk with, please
contact the Counseling Center at 724.738.2034 or the Student Support Office at 724.738.2121 or by
filling out a CARE Referral. 
 
I’ve said this before but it bears repeaSng, each day we all play a criScal role to inspire and foster a
sense of belonging for all people, parScularly African Americans and other members of marginalized

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsru-advocate.symplicity.com%2Fcare_report%2Findex.php%2Fpid008403%3F&data=04%7C01%7Crobert.king%40sru.edu%7C219c5442e21d4eb232be08d8d1c60639%7C86555dba073b4ff7b7d1b73a77c5bd92%7C0%7C0%7C637489996113353935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jaTOmrWqIw4hKh%2BS8%2FpFgK8S5QfkTfnDP76MJOU61Uc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsru-advocate.symplicity.com%2Fcare_report%2Findex.php%2Fpid008403%3F&data=04%7C01%7Crobert.king%40sru.edu%7C219c5442e21d4eb232be08d8d1c60639%7C86555dba073b4ff7b7d1b73a77c5bd92%7C0%7C0%7C637489996113363889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Cn9699ZzEMXULJAZvm%2FXxTQ63%2F2pHw7w%2F8gIBUBv6EU%3D&reserved=0
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and intersecSng communiSes, as we, together, celebrate their cultures and experiences. We must
remain aware of the significance of our acSons and how they influence those around us. I encourage
you to engage with and learn about the lived experiences of all members of our campus community.  
 
If this incident disturbs and disappoints you as much as it does me, I encourage you to show your
support for the African American members of our community by parScipaSng in the wide range of
events the University has planned to celebrate Black History Month. A great way to show your support
is by showing up, listening, and learning about the many contribuSons that African Americans have
made to our naSon’s history.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
William Behre 
President 


