
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Psychology is the study of human and animal behavior.  Psychology has three faces: It is a discipline, a 
major subject of study in colleges and universities.  It is a science, a method of conducting research and 
of understanding behavioral data.  Psychology is also a profession, a calling that requires one to apply 
special knowledge, abilities, and skills in order to solve human problems.  Thus, the department's mission 
is threefold.  First, we strive to provide our students with discipline specific knowledge that is accurate 
and reflects current approaches in the field of psychology.  Second, we instruct them in the scientific 
method of acquiring knowledge and enhance their research skills and sense of inquiry.  Third, we prepare 
students to enter the profession in which they can apply the knowledge and abilities acquired to 
understand and suggest solutions for real-world problems.  The cornerstone of our mission and our 
curriculum is a commitment to provide our students with a strong experimental foundation, or 
understanding that psychology is a science, and as such uses the scientific method to conduct research 
and to understand behavior.  This experimental foundation is necessary so that students are prepared to 
do research, or if that is not in their plans, to be critical consumers of the research literature in whatever 
area of psychology they choose. 
 
The department has embraced this mission and adopted 6 specific goals which direct and inform our 
curriculum.  These goals reflect the knowledge, skills, and values that department believes are central to 
undergraduate education in psychology. 
 
Program Outcomes 
 
Goal 1.  Theory and Content of Psychology.  Students should be familiar with the major theoretical 
approaches, findings, and historical trends in psychology. 
Goal 2.  Methodology.  Students should understand and be able to use major research methods in 
psychology, including design, data analysis, and interpretation. 
Goal 3.  Critical Thinking, Logic, and Problem-Solving.  Students should use and respect skeptical inquiry, 
critical thinking, and the scientific approach to understanding behavior. 
Goal 4.  Information Competence, Technology, and Computers.  Students should demonstrate 
information competence and the ability to use computers and other technology for multiple purposes. 
Goal 5.  Communication Skills.  Students should be able to express themselves effectively in written and 
oral communication. 
Goal 6.  Application of Psychology.  Students should have an understanding of applications of psychology 
to personal, social, and organizational issues. 
 


